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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXVI 


No. 1. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Bereived July 3.) 

Sir, Admiralty, June 30, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the 
commanding officer of Her Majesty’s ship “ Dolphin,” dated the 30th May, reporting 
on the state of affairs at Suakin and Slave Trade in the lied Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 1. 


Commander Neville to His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 



Sir, “ Dolphin ,” at Suakin, May 30, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Royal Highness that, since my last general 
letter, dated the 15th May. 1888, the following have been the movements of Her 
Majesty’s ships: — 

The “ Albacore ” left on the 25th instant for Agig, to try and got some informa¬ 
tion about slaves being run on that part of the coast; she returned hero on the 29t,h 
instant. Report of proceedings inclosed. 

I intend leaving for Suez on the 1st June, touching at Rowayah and Mersa 
Halaib on the way, and returning about the 15th. The “ Albacore ” will remain 
here. 

2. On the 18th instant a party of the enemy made a raid on the cattle on the 
south side of the town, but were driven off by the fire of the forts without doing any 
damage. Osman Digna was reported to be with the party. We fired one shrapnel at 
a long range, but could not sec the result owing to the mirage rising from the heat. 

A large fire broke out at Handoub on the 25th instant, burning down half the 
camp and destroying a quantity of ammunition. Everything lias been quiet since, 
and, from information received, it seems likely that the force at Handoub will soon 
disperse. Should this happen, I would suggest that only one ship be left on this part 
of the station, as the weather is getting very hot, and there is hardly any Slave Trade 
now. What little there is is done in small dhows, carrying three or four at a time. 
The only chance of catching them is to fit out a dliow for cruizing, which I intend 
doing as soon as I can get any information of slaves being run. They get well 
informed where the men-of-war are, and never move if there is one cruizing within 
50 miles of them. Another Egyptian steamer has arrived, which is available for any 
expedition in suppression of the Slave Trade. 

3. Colonel Kitchener left on the 2Gth instant, on leave, having been relieved by 

[043] B 



Major Rundle, who arrived from Cairo last mail 
I am carrying on his duties. 


No. 2. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 238.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 23, 1888. 

I TIAVE the honour to transmit herewith a letter and a receipt for 200/. which I 
have received from Lupton Bey, dated Omdurman, 23rd February, 1888. 

I have kept copies of these two documents, and send them in original for the sake 
of Lupton Bey’s friends in England. 

The messenger, Mohammed Said, mentioned by Lupton Bey, has been paid 200/., 
and Sir F. Grenfell has likewise, at my request, caused an adequate reward to he given 
him for the services lie has rendered to Lupton Bey. 

Your Lordship will have seen from my despatch No. 232 of the lltli instant that 
a further sum of 100/. has been sent to Lupton Bey by another messenger, named Saleh 
Ilaj Aly, who left Cairo for Khartoum on the 5th instant. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


The British Consul is also on leave; 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 

Lupton Bey to Sir E. Baring. 

Bear Sir, Omdurman, February 23, 18S8. 

1 RECEIVED from Mohammed Sayd, the man who takes this letter from me to 
Kurosko, the sum of 200/., and I beg of you to have the money paid to him without 
delay by my friends or by Egyptian Government. I do not know who is my agent 
in Egypt, nor do I know what lias become of the sums ol 100/. and 1,000 dollars 
Megedear placed by me in Consul Ilansah’s bands; all papers referring to money 
were destroyed by Ansar. See if Ilansab sent the money to the Austrian Consulate 
or not. Gigler Pasha and Mareopoly Bey know well that llnnsuh had charge of my 
money; perhaps will assist you in receiving the same. Egyptian Government has 
also 7,000 dollars of mine, money paid by me to Government, and wages due during 
time I was Governor of Bahr-Gazal Province. 

Everything must be done in secret, as you have spies among you, and should 
one of them find out that I communicate with any one in Egypt, I should at once 
lose my head, or perhaps worse, hand and foot. 

Treat Mohammed Sayd well, as lie is a faithful man, and can he trusted, and 
will, 1 hope, enable me to obtain my liberty. 

lie has a receipt for the 200/. in his hands; by all means get this money paid to 
him without delay, and let him return to me well pleased, and let me know how I 
am to manage in the future, as am quite in the dark as to what takes place. No 
nows from Suakin. Niiyld [?] sent me note, and by bearer I sent letter in return more 
than five months ago, and know nothing more of what became of the bearer. 

Yours, &e. 

(Signed) F. LUPTON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Receipt. 

TLL1S is to certify that I received from Mohammed Sayd the sum ol 200/. on 
this day the 25th February, 1888, to (be) paid to him in Egypt by my friends or by 
English Consul-General. 

(Signed) F. LUPTON. 
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No. 3. 

(No. 239 ) ^ E ' Banng t0 the Mar( l uis °f Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 

My Lord, n . 

.. JoMmfOfflcid ■i'of 0U1 ' »*° ‘° £° Ur Lordslli P herewith 'an cxTract from^ho 

Journal Olhciel of yesterday, giving the text of two Circulars addressed bv Ria/ 

MutZT'vZ:®: as Minister ot thc “ - <* 

subject e „ f Hl to tUc “ r ot Ji,sticc on ,h ° 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 3. 

Extract from the “Journal Off del ” of June 23, 1888. 


MlNISTilRE I)E L’lNTEIlIEUR. 


Circulaire adresse par Son Excellence le Mini.tr, rf, I'lntirieur out Moudir », U la dale in 

, r| , . . 21 Jam, 1888 (12 Chawal, 1305). 

(Traduction.) ’ 

All 1>A11 |? ecret ® publics dans le “Journal Official,” vous avez appris quo Son 
Altcsse lc KlnSdive a daigne me conficr le Portefeuille de lTnterieur. 1 

ous n ignore/, pas, j’eu suis sur, les principcs qui me guident, non plus quo mes 

Tiolelu " 0,,( l ‘"°r 00 r h Dh '“ tion AdmiSXnsT 

1 Ltd , jc ciois done inutile de vous les exposer a nouveau. 

loutcfois, et eu egard a certains cluingements qui out etc introduits dans 
1 Administration, je erois devoir vous donnor les instructions suivautes qui sorviront 
desormais de base a vos actes administratifs. 1 mion1, 

Le Gouvernement, vous considerant comme son unique representant dans tous les 
Services qui reinvent do la Moudirich dont vous etes le chef, vous tiont pH ■ 
de tous les evenements, grands ou petits, qui peuvent s’y produire. 

11 va sans dire quo dans l’aceomplissement des fonctious qui vous sont devolues on 
propre, vous aurez a observer les Lois et Rdglements Organiqi es en vigueur ainsi quo 

i: ;££& aal ' 6t “ " les iippliquer, a ^SvTt 

J’appellerai tout partieulffirement votre attention sur un point de la plus haute 
importance, et qm doit etre lobjet de toute votre sollieitude : il s’agit dc l’ordre et de 
la seeurite publique. Pour assurer le maintien de l’ordre suivant les exigences de la 
situation, il vous appartient d utWiser sous votre direction et votre surveillance les 
sei vices de tous les officiers et agents de police. Je vous invite egalement a vous 

%$£ ot scs su " stituts ’*** d 

• . L °f I)0m - t . | ess< ' nt J ol )( da J ls ^fUe question, e’est de proceder sans retard ii uno 
i notion vigilante do 1 acte delietueux signale, de fai;on ii no pas laisser au coupable 
k temps de denaturer les laits; de proceder avec la memo rapiditd a l’arrestation des 
pie venus etde completer 1 instruction preliminairc avec toute l’exactitude voulue; h 
cctU condition seule, les coupables nc pourront pas se derober ii Paction de la justice 

tentk'litelSfhnite ° qU1 leS lrai>pera d’exemple et retiendra ccux qui seraient 

, , V jl l )n '! ( ;il ,a « x »PP U “ daus ces S( >rtes d’affaires sont la force publique, le Parquet 
et It Juge d Instruction lorsque les circonstanccs du fait l’appellent sur les lieux. 
ous vous mettrez done d accord avec le Parquot et vous emploierez la force publique 

<iue vous n ' aycz auo,me ° xcusca *'“*«<*»“ « - 

Du rcste, jai do ja eerit ii mon collogue de la Justice pour le prior de donner les 
IndSies 118 nece8saires tant au Procureur-General qu’aux Presidents des Tribuuaux 
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Dans l’liypotliftse que des difficultcs oudcs complications imprevues se produisont, 
ou si vous croycz devoir dmettre dcs iddes ou exposer des observations de nature h 
facilitcr 1’exccution de cettc importante partie de vos fonctions, je vous invite a m’en 
informer sans retard. 

Lc Service ^Irrigation, ainsi que les branches qui s*y rattachent, est egalenient un 
dcs points les plus importants dont dependent la prosperite ct le bien-etre du pays; 
vous etes done invite a le considcrer avee toutc l’attcntion qu il impliquc, en vous 
p6n6trant bicn quo vous etes rcsponsablc de sa bonne marche. Vous agirez^ done a cet 
y»ard d’apr6s les instructions que vous possedez deja, notamment cellos arret6es pai le 
Conscil des Ministrcs lc 31 Ddccmbrc, 1885, et tixant les attributions des Iuspecteurs 
d’Irrigation et dcs Moudirs, et quo j’estime sutlisantes pour vous donner toutc la 
latidude vouluc a reflet de remplir vos devoirs. 

D’ailleurs, vous vous advesserez a ce Ministere pour toutes les dillicultes que vous 
pourriez rencontrcr dans la pratique, en lui communiquant vos observations. 

Do cettc facon, et d’accord avee le Ministere des Travaux Publics, il sera possible 
d’assurcr an Service dcs Irrigations dont dependent le deveioppement de l’agnculture 
et la prosperity du pays, uu fonctionnomcnt regulier ct qui ne donne lieu a aucune 

plamte^ant ^ g orv j ce Sanitairc, vous n’ignorez certainement pas l’importanec et les 
avantages inlidrcnts pour le bicn public, a cettc branebe de PAdministration ; e’est 
done pour vous une obligation imp6ricusc de vous en occuper serieusement et d y 
consacrer des soins tout partieuliers. 

En consequence, il vous appartiont d’inviter les Agents Samtaires auxquels votre 
enticr concours doit etre acquis, a prendre toutc rnesure utile, ou a faire disparaitre 
tout etat de cboses nnisible a la sante publique. 

D’ailleurs, ce IMpai'lemonf s’interessera toujours aux communications que vous 
pourriez avoir ii lui iairc uu snjet des questions sanitaircs. 

En resume, conune vous etes le representant general du Gouverncment dans 
votre Moudirieb, il vous apparlient d’y exereer une surveillance et un controle sur la 
marcbe de toutes les brandies des Services qui constituent l’autority proviuciale. . Lc 
contr61e qui vous est departi est done general et s’etend aux actes de tous les fonction- 
naircs et employes attaches a la Moudirieb, quel que soil leur rang. 

Toutes les fois que vous eonstatcrez ou une irregularite dans la marche du Service, 
ou un acte reprybensiblo ou contraire a la dignity de PAdministration, commis par un 
\f»ent quelconquc de la Moudirieb, vous ferez le necessaire pour y porter rcmMe, si 
vous en avez le pouvoir direct; dans le cas contraire, vous adresserez ii ce Ministfcrc un 

Rapport dytailiy. , , 

J’ai it peine besoin de vous dirt' que dans toutes circonstances et partieulicrement 

dans les questions difllciles, vous pouvez compter sur tout men appui. 

En terminant cette Cireulairi', je tiens ii vous repot or que vous etes responsible 
pour tout ce qui conccrne votre Moudirieb, id j’ai le forme ('spoil* que vous ne faillirez 

en aucune occasion aux devoirs qui vous incumbent, . 

(Lc Mmistre dc 1 Inteneur), 
(Siguc) 1UAZ. 


l,ettre adressec par Son Excellence lc Minhtre dc t'Inte'rieur ft Son Excellence le Ministre 
de la Justice, a la date du 21 Juin, 1888 (12 Cluneal 1305). 

(Traduction.) 

M. lc Minis!re et clier ColRgue, . ,, , 

Vous avez sans doute eonnaissance des crimes inouis et nombreux qui uesoient 
pErrypte. Le meurtri', le pillage, le vol et les rixes qui out lieu entre les habitants du 
pays sout sans precedents et revet cut un earaet&rc vraiment alarmant. 

La security publiqui* etant la base de toutc societe et pour amsi dire la force qui 
imprime le mouvement a toutc organisation, il s’ensuit que l’uu des premiers et ucs 
plus importants devoirs du Ministre actuel est d’examiner atteutivement cette 
question ct de s’en occuper serieusement avant toutc autre. Il y a done lieu ue 
prendre les inesurcs qui sent de nature ii mettre fin aux crimes siguales, et dassurer la 
security generate en rctablissant l’ordre qui regnait autrefois dans le pays. 

Quand ce resultat aura etc obtenu, nous aurons rempli, en partie du moms, 
la tivche quo nous nous sommes imposee. v 

Pour mener cette oeuvre a bonne fin, il y a lieu dc se livrer a une etude appro- 
fondio de la situation, ct de reUcchir mdrement aux changements et modifications a 
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apporter dans certaiucs Lois et Reglemcnts Organiqucs, ou aux nouvelles Lois ii 
^laborer. Mais si cn attendant nous ne jircnions pas immediatement les mesures les 
plus urgentes dans le but de diminuerlc mal,l’etat de cboses actuel ira.it en s’ompirant 
et deviendrait dc plus on plus grave. 

Ln consequence, et vu rimportance dc la question, j’ai mande les Moudirs au 
Ministere dc 1 Interieur, et apres leur avoir donne les instructions necessaires ri'lntive- 
ment a ce qu ils ont a faire, je leur ai adresse la Circulaire dont votre Excellence 
trouvera copie ei-jointc. 

Je n’ai pas besoin, mon elier Collegue, d’appuyer davantage sur rimportance de 
la security publique, ni d’insister auprt N s de vous sur la part de la tacbe qui eu resulte 
pour votre ministere, part d’autant plus grande et plus importante, que dans la 
question dont il s agit le but a attoiudiv depend surtout des Tribunaux et dcs 
Parquets. 

Ltant donnees l’activite et la vigilance de votre Excellence, j’ai I’intime conviction 
que vous prendrez immediatement a cet egard toutes les mesures que vous jugerez 
etlicaces, en donnant en meme temps les instructions necessaires aux chefs des 
Iarquets, a leilet de veiller rigourcusement a I’apjilieation de la loi, et d’appeler 
<1 une laeon speeiale 1 attention di's Presidents des ’Pribuuaux Indigynes sur cette grave 
question. 

Nous devons, en outre, mettre le temjis ii profit et etudii'i* les reformes <jue nous 
devons apporter dans les lois ou organisations existantes. pour doter le pays d’uue 
Administration Judieiaire appropriee aux nueurs et au.x besoins de la population 
Kgyptieime. 

(Le Ministre de l’lnterieur), 
(Signe) RIAZ. 


Ministkue des Finances. 


Circulaire udresse'e par Son Excellence le Ministre des Finances aux Gnuverneurs et Moudirs, 
a la date du 21 Juin , 1WK (12 Cluneal, 1305). 

(Traduction.) 

Vous n’ignorez pas que la bonne gestion des finances de l’Mfat et l’ordre qui doit 
y i*ygncr sont la condition essentielh*, non seulement de la marcbe regalibre des divers 
Services du Gouverncment, mais encore du deveioppement de l’iudustrie et du com¬ 
merce sur lequel ri'posent la prosjicritc (*t le bien-etre du pays. Aussi, le Service 
des Finances est-il un des plus importants parmi mix dont la Direction vous est 
con lice. 

Vous devrez done porter a cette partie do vos attributions toutc l’attention qu’elle 
merite, vous vcillerez eontinia'llement a imprinu'r au Servin' l^inaneiiT d(* votre 
province une marche reguliyre, en assurant d’ailleurs ii eef egard I’executiun des hois 
et Ryglcments en vigucur. Vous vcillerez aussi a <•<* que tons les impots n'ntri'nt 
yguli5rement et iiUegralement dans les dclais fixes. .I’appt'lli' surtout votre sollieitndc 
sur la perception des impots iudireets, tels qui* droits d’oetrois, jiroduits de la vente 
du sel et autres reeettes de cette nature. Vous devrez vous assuror d’ailleurs que ees 
perceptions sont faites reguliftrement et eonformement aux Lois (>t Reglemcnts en 
vigucur. 

\ous suivrez attentivement la marcbe des reeettes et vous vous attacherez it vous 
rend re compte d<*s causes des augmentations et des diminutions. 

Enfm, vous ne devrez pas jii'rdre de vue quo votre eontrob' doit s’exoreer sur les 
sarrals des villages et sur tous les Agents des Finances do votre province, of vous 
tiendrez la main au fonctionnomcnt regulier do la eomplabilite. 

•le tiens ii vous dire, en terminant, que je place sous votin' msponsabilitd 
1 execution des recommandations qui precedent. Vous devrez, on consequence, 
redresser ou signaler immediatement au Ministere des Finances toutes les irregularites 
quo vous auroz eonstatees. 

•le lilt' }>lais d’ailleurs ii cruire (pie vous vous aequitterez avee /Me t't vigilance 
des devoirs qui vous inconibent, en ce qui conccrne lc Service si important des 
Finances. 

(Le Ministre des Finances), 
(SigmS) RIAZ. 


[013] 
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No. 4. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 

My Lord^ Cair0 ’ Jur)e . 29, 1888 ‘ 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 123 of the 24th ultimo, I have 
the honour to inclose herewith the correspondence which has passed between Major 
Leslie Rundle, the Acting Governor-General of the Led Sea Littoral, and the Director 
of Customs at Suakin, with regard to Mr. A. F. Buxtons letter respecting the 
importation of spirits into the Eastern Soudan. 

Major Bundle, in a semi-official letter on the subject, writes as follows : 

“ The spirit trade with the interior is almost nil, and is not likely, in my opinion 
judging from past statistics, to assume proportions it would be worth while legislating 
for. The Soudanese only become demoralized when brought into immediate contact 
with the civilization of towns as represented by Greek traders, hut then only those 
actually employed in the towns. It has in no ease extended to the neighbouring 

“ I can obtain no evidence that the spirit traffic has in any way been the 
destruction of legitimate trade in this part of the world. I therefore do not.apprehen 
its becoming so in the future. In fact, the position as regards the spirit traffic, 
compared to other parts of the world, appears to me so satisfactory that I tlnnk no 

interference is necessary.” , 00 _ , , , .*• 

Mr. Consul Cameron’s Report No. 272 for the year 1887 also touches on this 
subject. He says (last line on p. 1 and following), “Tims, we have sold less liquor 
and very much more grain and cloth, sugar, perfumes, &c., and we have bought Irom 

the Arabs a great quantity of cattle.” J . . 

I fully agree with Major Bundle that for the present, at all events, it is not 

necessary to take any action in this matter. have &c 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 4. 

Major Rundle to Mr. Breivster. 

PLEASE read inclosed correspondence bearing on the liquor trade. 

I shall be obliged if you w r ill furnish me with statistics as to this trade during the 
past year as regards ltoweiya, Mersa Halaib, Agig, and Suakin. 

I shall also he much obliged if you will inform me whether official Returns bear 
out tho statement made by Mr. Buxton in his letter to Sir J. Pauncefote to the effect 
that the import trade in many eases has become exclusively an importation of spirits 
and whether you share his views, from your knowledge of trade on this coast, that past 
political trouble and destruction of legitimate trade have been caused by the free 

admission of spirits in many eases. . ,. . , - ,, 

In other words, has the decrease of imports ot other articles been followed or 

proceeded by a corresponding increase in spirit traffic. 1; 

I shall also be glad if you would inform me who arc the consumers of the liquor 
that is imported, distinguishing between those on the coast and those in tho interior. 

I shall be glad of any information you can give me on this subject from your 
long experience on this coast, as well as that which may be available from official 


Suakin, June 18, 1888. 


(Signed) 11. M. LESLIE RLNDLE, 

Acting Governor-General, Red Sea Littoral. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 

Mr. Brewster to Major Rundle. 

I HAVE tho honour to report, in accordance- with your order of tlielBth 
that from tho Customs statistics for tl.c year comm, mem? the Ut .Tone. 1887, and 


ending the 31st May, 1888, the following are the total values of the beer, wines, and 
spirits imported into Suakin :— 


£ E. £ E. £ E. 


Beer .. .. ., 

Wines and spirits 

From the above we exported— 
To Rainvayah— 

Beer .. 

Wines and spirits 

To Agig— 

Beer .. .. 

Wines and spirits 


Balance for Suakin .. 



Mersa Ilaliab imported no liquors whatever, and on examining the accounts 
of the other two ports I find that they received no supplies of liquors from any other 
source. 

The total value of the liquors consumed in the whole district is only £ E. 2,404, 
divided as shown above. 

I would call attention to the fact that the value of the beer amounts to over 
£ E. 1,000, and that the greater quantity of this article is consumed by the British 
seamen and others from the ships in the port. 

The principal consumers on the coast arc tho Greek and other Europeans, the 
garrisons, the sailors, and the coolies. 

From my knowledge of the trade and character of the Arabs of the Soudan 
(gained by a residence at Suakin of ten years) I do not agree on any point with 
Mr. Buxton, and, in my opinion, the liquor trade has had nothing whatever to do 
with the political troubles and Mahdiism, neither has it destroyed legit imato trade. 

To my personal knowledge no liquor has been forwarded from Suakin to the 
interior since July 1883, when the roads were first closed, and before that time the 
liquor trade was of no importance, the only consumers being the garrisons and Bashi- 
Bazouks of the various towns and stations. 


Suakin, June 20, 1888. 


(Signed) ALF. B. BREWSTER, 

Director of Customs, Suakin. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 4. 

Mr. Oswald to Major Rundle. 

Sir, Suakin, June 21, 1888. 

IN reply to your letter of yesterday relative to the liquor trade in the Soudan, and 
requesting my experiences, I have the honour to state :— 

1. In a residence of many years here I have never had any dealings in liquor 
with Arabs or Soudanese, nor am I aware of any British subjects who have traded 
thus. 

2. Liquors for sale to Europeans and natives in Suakin itself are no doubt freely 
imported. There .are many drinking cafds, but the jmblic morality of this place com¬ 
pares very favourably with Cairo or Alexandria. 

3. I have feared that the navvies on the Suakin-Bcrber railway and British and 
Madras troops were encouraging Soudanese and others, with whom they wore brought 
into contact during the expedition, in habits of drinking, but I am glad to believe, from 
personal observation, that this evil has materially diminished. 

4. I do not think that for the past four or five years any material quantity of 
liquor has been sent into the interior from Suakin. 

No doubt a considerable quantity would on ordinary circumstances have been sent 
to Berber, Kassala, and Khartoum, for there are numbers of Greeks in the Soudan, 
and 1 imagine the Egyptian army, as formerly constituted, were not abstainers, but I 
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<lo not, believe there exists a liquour traffic with the natives oi the Soudan, and 
I cannot see that the sales of liquors as hitherto carried on lias had any adverse eitec 
upon other trades, in fact, I fail to see any connection between the two. , T 

The Soudanese are not strict abstainers, but they arc decidedly temperate, and 1 
do not sec any reason to dread the liquor question in the Eastern Soudan. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. OSWALD. 


No. 5. 

Foreign Office to Mr. A. F. Buxton. 

g. Foreign Office, July 10, 1888. 

’ WITH reference to my letter of the 23rd May, I am directed by the Marquis of 
Salisbury to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty s Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt,* from which Lord Salisbury lias been glad to learn there 
is practically little or no importation of spirits into the Eastern Soudan, and that no 

prohibitory measures arc at present requisite. 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEEOTE. 


No. 6. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 16.) 

ff°Lord^ Cairo, July 7, 1888. 

y I°HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 
received yesterday by the Sirdar from Major Rundle on the subject of affairs at 

Suakrn.^ Lordgliip will 0 jj Ser vc that Major Ruudle states that the letters to Lupton 
Bey have been forwarded. 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 6. 

Major Randle to General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) _ Suakin, July 6, 1888. 

ABU GIRGEII has sent in to say lio leaves for Khartoum to-morrow, lie affects 
to have peaceful policy and intention of advocating same with Khalifa. 

Osman Digna remains at Ilaudoub, and as long as he retains duet power, any 
opening up of country for trade purposes will be most difficult. 

Osman Digna offers to pass any private letters to Europeans Khartoum. Have 

sent Lupton’s. 


No. 7. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Portal. 

(Telegra 1 ic.) Foreign Office, July 18, 1888, 315 i\M. 

LUFTON’S relations and friends beg that all news of Khartoum captives and 
messengers to and from them may be kept absolutely secret. Send any warnings 
you think necessary to officers at Korosko, Suakin, and elsewhere. 


• No. 4 . 


9 


No. 8. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received July 19.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 18, 1888. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following extract of a 
letter addressed to the Commander-in-chief on the Mediterranean Station by the 
Senior Officer at Suakin, dated the 20th June last:— 

“Everything has been quiet, and there is no appearance of any alteration in the 
situation. It is hoped, however, that trade with the interior will be opened shortly. 
Osman Digna’s policy still is to prevent this, but his power is not quite so great as it 
was before the arrival of Abu Girgeh, who, by command of the Mahdi, has equal 
powers with Osman Digna. 

“No Consul has been appointed here yet; T am still doing the duties of that 
office.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisburu.—(Received Julu 21.) 

(No. 267.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 12, 1888. 

I IIAYE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 
received yesterday by the Sirdar from the officer commanding at Wady Haifa. 

Your Lordship will see that Colonel Wodohouse states in this telegram that the 
messenger sent two years ago by Sheikh-el-Morghani to Omdurman has returned, 
having left that place three months ago. The messenger reports a severe defeat of 
dervishes by Abyssiuians at Gallabut, and states that Lupton Bey and Slatiu Bey are 
both well. Mr. Neufeld, according to his account, is kept a prisoner. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 

Colonel IVodehouse to General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) Wady Haifa, July 11, 1888. 

ARBUB MOHAMMED, sent two years ago by Sheikh-el-Morghani, returned 
from Omdurman by Sarras. Left former three months ago. Reports severe defeat of 
dervishes by Abyssiuians in Gallabut. Neufeld is a prisoner. Lupton and Slatin well, 
nassan Khalifa in disgrace at Khartoum. Wad-ol-Nejumi ordered to Sarras by Khalifa 
and is now at Berber. 

Saleh Bey Fadlalla reported at Khartoum to be in Egypt, so he is probably not 
killed. 


No. 10. 


Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 21, 9'50 a.m.) 

(No. 105.) 

(Telegraphic*.) Cairo, July 21, 1888. 

GOVERNOR of Suakin telegraphs that all intelligence to date confirms 
appearance of white man in Balir Gazelle with armed force, hut beyond this all 
is mere conjecture. 


D 
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No. 11. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 23, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 106.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 23, 1888. 

AT sunset on the 19th 100 dervishes attacked village north of Haifa. After 
short engagement were driven hack by Egyptian troops under Colonel Wodeliouse. 
Egyptian losses were three soldiers wounded and about twenty villagers killed and 
wounded; enemy’s loss unknown. Enemy retreated northward, but retired south 
again yesterday. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received July 23, 10*45 A.M.) 


(No. 107.) 

(Telegraphic.) • Cairo, July 23, 1888. 

MY telegram No. 106 of to-day. 

In addition to losses mentioned, about 150 villagers were drowned from over¬ 
loading boats in flying from dervish attack. Commandant at Wady Haifa says 
that he expects a determined move northward shortly. lie has asked lor more 
troops, hut General has decided not to send any, as it would weaken other important 
posts. 


No. 13. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 24, 10*45 A.M.) 

(No. 108.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 24, 1888. 

THE Arab who brought the last messages from prisoners at Khartoum wishes to 
return. Do Lupton’s family wish to send anything by him ? I propose to give him 
a copy of Grenfell’s letter taken by the other messenger (see Baring’s No. 232 of 14th 
.June), but no more money, unless instructed to do so. 


No. 14. 

Sir IV. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 28.) 

(No. 269.) 

My Lord, Therapia, July 14, 1888. 

[ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of an article which 
appeared in the Turkish newspaper, the “Tarik,” of the 12tli instant, expressing a 
hope that l have returned with fresh instructions for arriving at an understanding 
with regard to the evacuation of Egypt. 

I have also the honour to inclose a translation from the “ Sa-adet,” insisting on 
the necessity of making a basis for the renewal of negotiations for the evacuation of 
Egypt by the English. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 

Extract ftom tin *‘ Tarik ” of July 11, 1888. 

(Translation.) 

WE hear that tin* Ambassador of England, Sir W. White, will return to Con¬ 
stantinople within ten days, the idea of transferring him to Vienna having been aban¬ 
doned, and tha f fresh instructions have been given him relating to the Egyptian 
question. t . 

The European papers wrote that before the departure of Sir W. I\ bite from Con¬ 
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stantinople, the Sublime Porte handed in a Deport as to the basis on which the nego¬ 
tiations concerning Egypt would he renewed. It appears now, from a special telegram 
received yesterday, that the French Government is also making communications with 
regard to the evacuation of Egypt. 

While this question is kept in suspense, the difficulties connected with the 
internal questions existing in Egypt increase, the inhabitants get more unsettled in 
their ideas every day, and the entente cordiale which is desired between England and 
Turkey is hindered: at the same time, a number of peoples and nationalities 
proclaiming their aspirations without cheek endanger the equilibrium of the State, so 
that it is in England’s own interest to put a limit to the period of occupation, and to 
evacuate the country. 

Consequently, we think that it is most important for England, instead of irritating 
the Mussulman world, estranging Turkey—a country very well disposed towards her— 
and awakening a lasting jealousy in France, to carry out her promise and under¬ 
taking, and we expect that Sir William White will bring with him conciliatory 
proposals. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 

Extract from the “ Sa-adet ” of duly 12, 1888. 

(Translation.) 

AS the Suez Canal Convention is in course of being ratified by all the Powers, 
there are great hopes that the question will again hi* made the subject of negotiation; 
and this question has for the last fortnight occupied the attention of the political 
world. 

Although the facts that the French Government, will this time take a part in the 
negotiations, and that, with the neutralization of the Suez Canal, an important part of 
the question has already been disposed of, induce hopes of a satisfactory result to the 
deliberations, it may facilitate matters to point out the possible obstacles to such a 
happy conclusion. 

The solution of the Egyptian question means the evacuation of Egypt. It is dear 
that any arrangement to be arrived at must provide for the evacuation, and that if 
the negotiations are begun it will be with a view to attain this end. Consequently, 
tin* first essential point is for the English Government at tin* outset of the delibera¬ 
tions to show a sincere intention of acting in accordance with its repeated official 
declarations and of evacuating Egypt. 

The two parties may have different ideas as to the steps to be taken to carry out 
the evacuation and to provide for the future, and it is not improbable that the English 
Government will propose measures likely to prove advantageous as the result of the 
experiments carried out during the occupation. 

If once the evacuation is made the basis of negotiation, such matters would easily 
be agreed to. 

But it is the most important condition for the success of tin* negotiations that they 
should be undertaken with a view to settling the mode of evacuation, and that England 
should bind herself absolutely on this point. 

Sonic European papers, in discussing the renewal of negotiations, maintain that 
fresh difficulties will be raised on the point which we submit. We hope that the 
Egyptian question will he settled as that of the Suez Canal has been, and that these 
forebodings will be silenced by the event. 


No. 15. 

Sir W. White to the ifarquis of Salisbury .— (Received July 28.) 

(No. 280. Conlidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, July 19, 1888. 

AFTER dinner last night the Sultan took me aside with Sir Alfred Sandison, 
having allowed his own interpreter to take a little rest, and then commenced talking 
about Egypt, stating the necessity for himself to conn* to some definite arrangement 
with Her Majesty’s Government as regards that country and its evacuation, lie went 
over the ground so well known to your Lordship, recapitulated liis former arguments, 
and did so \ery ably. His Imperial Majesty added that he had observed to Lord 
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Hufferin that the dangers of foreign foes and of internal disorders ought to he kept 
distinct and provided for differently; and, in conclusion, the Sultan informed me thn 
Artiii EflVndi was about to draw up a Memorandum for Her Majesty’s Governm ent 
with suggestions as to some arrangement about Egypt which would be sti y 
confidential, and to which he proposed adding some remarks of his own. It _ 

communicated confidentially to the drawn lzier, but T undeistood - 1 j • J 

that it was to have an unofficial character. p . , 

I represented respectfully to llis Imperial Majesty, in the course of _th s 
conversation, that in addition to the difficulties for resuming similar negotiations as 
stated by me in my previous audience of the 15th June (as reported by me m my 
despatch No. 210 of the 10th June), a new one had cropped up m 

l, v the Even eh Government to take some part in any new negotiations but to 
this the Sultan replied that it would he very easy to keep the Trench out by /baw m 
up an Agreement satisfactory to the two Governments concerned, and doin 0 

<llUC I l likcwise, pointed out that any impartial observer, such as the German Govern¬ 
ment, would be sure to think the present time as very ill-adapted lor- the 
any negotiations concerning Egypt, and likely to do more harm than good, bi t the 
Sultan would not take this view, and T left the Imperial presence with the cor xu a turn 
that this idea has taken such possession of Ins mind that it has become an idu hxe, 

which it will be impossible to combat, otherwise than by gaming tunc. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. MilITE. 


No. 10. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received July 31.) 
t Admiralty, July 28, 1888. 

‘ H ’ I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward 
herewith, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy o a lotto 1 ,, and of its 
inelosures, iveeived from Admiral ILis Loyal Highness the Duke of Minimi 0 h, .G., 

on the subject of the defence of Suakiu, and the necessity which has just arisen Im the 
withdrawal of ller Majesty’s ships “ Dolphin ” and “ Alhacoro trom that place for 

reasons othcalUi. me ^ gfntp tliat tlu , y fully concur in the views expressed by 

Itis Hoval lli"hnoss with regard to Hie (unployment of Her Majesty s ships m the Reel 
™11» ci-lion witM1.b «,uos1i<.n Wl, l*nM,i|« tlml yem wOUkjw 

the attention of the Secretary of State to the last paragraph ol Admiralty lcttci oi the 
24th November, 1887. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


1 noloMire 1 in No. 10. 

Admiral llis Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to Admiralty. 

gj r “ Alexandra," at Malta, July 20, 1888. 

RE pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that on the 
17th instant 1 received a telegram, copy herewith, from the Senior Naval Officer in 
the Red Sea, reporting that Her Majesty’s ships “ Dolphin ” and “ Alhacoro were 
proceeding immediately to Suez for reasons of health. _ , p 

2. 1 dctei mined, ponding the receipt of more complete details as to the ctleets ol 
the heat at Suakiu on the health of the crews of the two ships, not to communicate m 
any way to Commander Neville, of Her Majesty's ship “ Dolphin ” (who has not yet 
arrived at Suez), either my approval or disapproval ol the course he had decided on 
taking, and on which he appeared to haw entered simultaneously with his telegram 

1 desire, however, to observe that, looking at the immediate state of affairs at 
Suakiu and the reports of the weakened condition of the forces at the disposal ol 
Osman Digua, L am of opinion that the Senior Otlicer oi Her Majesty s ships in the 
lied Sea i.>Tjustified at this moment in considering the measures necessary for the pre- 
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servation of the health of the crews of those ships to be of the first importance, and I 
am therefore disposed to approve' so far of his action as reported in his telegram. 

3. Last night I received from Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at 
Cairo the telegram of which I forward a copy of the decypher, and to which I have 
this morning replied by cypher telegram, of which I forward a copy en clair. 

4. I submit, for the consideration of their Lordships, that the General Officer 
commanding in Egypt, appears to hold erroneous views as to the position and duties of 
Her Majesty’s ships employed in the Red Sea, and to consider that^these ships form a 
portion of the regular defence of Suakiu. 

5. Although at all times, as occasion has arisen, the services of Her Majesty’s ships 
have been freely given in defending Suakiu against attack, I consider that the native 
garrison maintained there should bo so constituted as to be able, without the assistance 
of Her Majesty’s ships, to defeat any attack which it now seems likely might be made 
on the place, and that the principal object of the presence of Her Majesty’s ships in 
the Red Sea is the repression of the Slave Trade, for the efficient performance of which 
duty it is essential that they shall be free to cruize as necessary. 

6. Of course, so long as a rebel force exists in the vicinity of Suakiu, the visits 
to that port of the cruizcrs employed in the Red Sea should he frequent. 

7. I have instructed Commander Ncv ille that, as soon as the state of the health of 
the crew will admit, the “Dolphin” is to return to Suakiu until relieved by the 
“ Gannct;” further, that, if necessity arises, he is to proceed to Suakiu irrespective of 
considerations of health. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 

Senior Naval Officer, Suakiu, to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakiu, July 17, 1888. 

INTENSE continuous heat; many cases officers and men sunstroke; fever, two 
fatal; no iee ; ships not required here; am taking both ships Suez immediately. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 10. 

Mr. Portal to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 19, 1888. 

GOVERNOR Suakiu reports that both Her Majesty’s ships have left the place 
for sanitary reasons. 

General Dormer considers that the state of affairs at Suakiu does not admit of so 
serious a reduction in the defences of that place for any extended period, and in view 
of his responsibility for the safety of Suakiu, is opposed to any such withdrawal of 
forces without previous reference to the General commanding in Egypt. 

May one ship lie sent back to Suakiu soon ? 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1G. 

Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to Mr. Portal. 

(Telegraphic.) Malta, July 20, 1888. 

RECEIVED your telegram. Immediate return of ships to Suakiu not advisable 
for sanitary reasons, hut ship will return Suakiu as soon as possible, having regard to 
health of crew. If state of affairs Suakiu becomes critical, immediate return of ship 
will be ordered, irrespective of health considerations. 


[ 013 ] 
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No. 17. 


Sir E. i 7 incent to Foreign Office.—(Received August 4.) 


(Private.) 

My dear Barrington, 

T SEND this correspondence 


9, Carlos Street, Grosvenor Square, 
August, 4, 1888. 

on at Mr. Fox’s request. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) EDGAR VINCENT. 


In closure 1 in No. 17. 

Mr. Fox to Sir E. Vincent. 

8, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, 

Dear Sir Edgar Vincent, Jw/y 23, 1888. 

I INCLOSE herewith a Memorandum drafted by Mr. Mylde, tor your considera¬ 
tion, in which, as you will notice, it is suggested that, in consideration of the Soudan 
Syndicate undertaking to aid in the pacification of the tribes ol the Eastern Soudan, 
b‘ v opening up the trade routes and completing other preliminary arrangements, the 
Egyptian Government shall grant one or two small Concessions, such as will not 
necessitate the Egyptian Government to make any monetary advances or involve 

them in anv liabilities. . ... , . n 

l hope that, in connect ion w itli the granting some Concessions, you will kindly 
bear in mind that, during the last three years or more, one or two of us have devoted 
gratuitously a very large\imnwut of time, and some considerable amount of our private 
capital, in the endeavour to restore peace and to open up friendly relations w ith the 
TH'oplv of tho Eastern Soudan, and that, undoubtedly, one ol the results of out etloits 
has and will he to greatly reduce tho costs of the Egyptian Government in connection 
with the Soudan Red Sea littoral, as well as the Egyptian Soudan frontier on the 


Nile. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS 4VM. FOX. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 17. 

Memorandum on the Soudan Question. 

(Private and Confidential.) 

[N dealing with the Soudan question, my experience of fourteen years leads me 
to believe that it is ntteily impossible for the Egyptians unaided ever to reconquer the 
Soudan that they held before' the disturbances broke out. 

If we take‘it for granted that as long as the English have anything to do with 
Egypt they will not reconquer the country themselves or allow' an attempt to be made 
on the part of the Egyptians, we must look lor how a modus vivendi can he brought 
about whereby the frontier can he easily guarded with a minimum of expenditure 
which necessarily means the smallest amount of military force compatible with the 
object to bo attained, and which will relieve those that have the finances of Egypt to 
control of a burden which they cannot now estimate. 

I will divide the question under two heads :— 

That of the Nile and that of the Lied Sea. 

I will take the Nile question first, hut do not speak with so much authority on 
this as L do about the Eastern Soudan. The remedy I should advise in regard to the 
Nile is subsidizing the Ahahdeh tribes and those that inhabit the country south of 
Wady Haifa and round lvorosko, and give them every facility to get hack their traffic, 
and give them some employment which they now lack. 

1 would suggest that* if no officer in Egypt can be found who understands the 
question, that a frontier officer from India might he applied for, and 1 think that the 
best force to put under him would lie a purely black one' ot Soudanese. With the 
black soldiers 1 should allow as many as possible to marry and settle on tho Nile 
banks, granting them small portions of land so that they could cultivate and get some 


property to defend. My experience is that the black will fight better and will require 
! less pay than if he has nothing but soldier’s w'ork to do. 

1 The tendency would be, as soon as black military Colonies were started on the 

; Nile, to draw other blacks from the Soudan and elsewhere to join them, and with a 

certain number always at the depdt, and others called out for annual trainin'" when 
the crops arc gathered, a very strong harrier and population might he got together, 
which would he ample to drive hack any dervish invasion that might threaten front 
, the south. I should make the Nile frontier force entirely a black one, if possible, and 

■ give all black slaves captured a chance of settling down at these Colonies, where they 

\ W'ould find some of their fellow-countrymen. 

The 8uakin and Red Sea coast question is very different from that of the Nile as 
we have in this case to deal with the true Arab tribes, and have no black element that, 
we can put between them and the trade centres to hear the brunt of an invasion, and 
I am convinced that the great panacea for the disturbance's will be found in openin'*' 
ports, the object being to prevent the tribes that have blood feuds from making 
Suakin the common commercial rendezvous, and thus obviating the meeting of rival 
tribes and their attending quarrels. 

Suakin and Massowah in olden times were the only trade centres of the coast, and, 
no tribal ports being open except the two above-mentioned ports, Egyptian authority 
elsewhere was only nominal. This being the case, the question becomes an easier one 
to deal with politically, and a Syndicate starting trade with these tribal ports under a 
long lease from Egypt might be left alone after making their Treaties with the local 
Sheikhs at the new trade centres. 

To prevent all complications that mightari.se with regard to Customs dues, Suakin, 
as far as Egypt, is concerned, should still be made the Custom-house for all goods 
intended for tribal ports, Egyptian and Turkish “ratteens” being accepted at Suakin 
as before. I see no difficulty in coining to terms with the Italians at Massowah as 
regards dues and wdiere their northern jurisdiction should end. 

\\ hat the Syndicate would require from the Egyptian Government would he the 

use of a steamer to be furnished them to visit the coast, ports regularly_say, the 

northern ports of Mcrsa Jlalaib and Itnwavah, and in the south perhaps Trinkitat or 
Aghig Segliir, or whichever of the two latter ports is chosen as the trade centre or the 
lokar Delta ; both ol them, perhaps, may be required to be opened 

Rowayah salt-fields should also be given to the Syndicate to work at a fair rent, 
it being understood that improvements are to he made, so that the cost of winning the 
salt shall bo decreased. At present no improvements arc being carried out there, 
j and no attempts made to develop the traffic, which could easily be done by a small 

,, annual expenditure. 

i No large Company can he started until certain data and trade Returns are 

procured, and it will fake at least another eighteen months to obtain the required 
| information. 

s At present, therefore, what is required is that no obstacles should be thrown in 

the way of the Syndicate when dealing with the tribes; that, on the contrary, they 
’ should be helped as much as possible by the Egyptian authorities. 

The Syndicate will ask for no Concessions with regard to Customs dues, the same 
facilities to hi' granted to all merchants in the working of the steamer to be placed at 
their disposal on the coast. 

The tendency of the Syndicate’s policy will, of course, be pacification, and entering 
| into negotiations with the tribes that have commercial instincts; getting, if possible, 

l those that cultivat * to settle down once more, and leave the nomad life they are now 

forced to adopt. 

The military party having failed to pacify the Soudan, the Syndicate would 
require that their negotiations with the tribes should be untrammelled by military 
interference. 

The Syndicate, however, would not wish to keep anything from the military 
authorities, who will be informed of everything that goes on. They are convinced 
that the only way to break up the Soudan dervishes is by employing mercantile men 
to do it. The tribesmen understand that they have some common cause with the 
merchant, while the military man is to them the emblem of force and Egyptian rule. 
The merchant also to them means peace, and its attending trade and freedom. 

A tribesman in the Eastern Soudan will, therefore, do for a merchant what he 
will not do for a military man, and a proof of this is the pacification of the North, and 
the total disappearance of the dervish, who is the common enemy of the tribesman 
and merchant when associated together. 
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My argument Ttov" for SZ mJhT»^I £ 

^“llt ^^od^oul^ far to settle tiro question, and do away » 
time with a very large expenditure. (Signed) A. B. WYLDE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 17. 

Memorandum on Letter from Mr. Fox to Sir E. Vincent, of July 23, 1888, 

^r^^^ia-B.mayal.. Mem 
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of a monody, otherwise all that thej, ask nr ar lmo ^ ^ ^ TW salhflelds 
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to be worked as a monopoly by any trading Company 
kee^^^ 

L^'J-Sh/'X 

advisable to place a steamer in y merchants for sending their goods by the 
same time all assistanee possible is g . i» ,i a e .. ( . 0 ast. ltegular service 

^”o^“ ( L Khedive’s 

posses!!, 

of merchants. All authority must he Vos ted n the < me.1. Chiefs, 

«-—*“ £ ** 

Got ' S ?^; ca ^ ‘^Sn’LS^^ 

. 

Junior United Service Club, July -0, 1888. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 17. 

Mr. Fox to Sir E. Vincent. 

8, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 

-n i it- i August 3, 1888. 

D,!! 'U^mfLe'Xrully studied the Memorandum hy Mr \Vyhfoon the Soudan 

“""AtThe same time, will you kindly strongly recommend 

txTA i-w*— 

nm,U ^r'!m,drummer, it is at present at Suakin, and does service on the coast, 

rEH^SSSEKsasatw 


earn will likely go far to cover her working expenses, so this arrangement should 
financially benefit the Government. 

With regard to the salt-fields, we are willing* to pay a fair rent for them and go 
on with improvements. We shall be happy to put in a clause of any Agreement that 
is made that we employ as much local labour as possible, instead of what is now being 
done, importing labour, whereby the money in wages is not spent in the country, and 
the coast tribes do not, therefore, benefit by the salt-fields as they should do. 

In conclusion, I would again draw your attention to the fact that what we ask 
for will improve the finances of Suakin by bringing about larger Customs revenue. 

As all our tendencies will be towards trade and pacification, when that takes 
place it will enable you to make great economies on the coast, and by opening up 
these markets and constantly visiting the coast, the Slave Trade can be easier watched, 
and there will then be some chance of getting back a revenue from the mother-o’- 
pearl fisheries, which are now nearly entirely lost to Egypt though belonging to her. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS WM. FOX. 


No. 18. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 240.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 4, 1888. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency’s despatch, 
No. 280, Confidential, of the 19th ultimo, reporting a conversation on the previous 
evening with the Sultan on the subject of Egypt, in which His Majesty expressed his 
desire to come to some definite arrangement with England as regards that country. 

The language which your Excellency held to His Majesty in reply is approved 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 19. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August G.) 

(No. 265. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 23, 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 232, Confidential, of the 14th ultimo, on the 
subject of the messenger to Lupton Bey, who left Cairo on the 5th .Tunc, I have the 
honour to report that this man reached lvorosko on the 29th ultimo with a letter from 
the Sirdar giving him permission to come and go as he liked, lie had a good deal of 
merchandize with him, and was delayed at Korosko making arrangements for his 
journey south. The officer commanding at Korosko, however, telegraphs that ho left 
that place on the 19th instant for Khartoum. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


G. H. PORTAL. 


No. 20. 


Mr. F. W. Fox to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 8.) 

My Lord, 8, Queen Anne’s Gate, August 8, 1888, 

SIR EDGAR VINCENT having left for America, I have the honour to forward, 
for your Lordship’s consideration, copies of correspondence I have had with him on 
the Eastern Soudan;* and although I have as yet not hoard from him in writing on 
the subject, he informed me that he would be very glad to sec any satisfactory 
arrangement whereby tho Soudan would eeaso to be a drain on Egyptian finances. 

I would particularly point out to your Lordship that the Suakin tlading season 
opens next month, and it will he a favourable opportunity for again entering into 
commercial operations with the tribesmen. 

* Iucloiuro 1 in No. 17. 
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What I have asked for is no financial sacrifice to the Egyptian Government, and 
would greatly tend to help British commerce. 

The information from the coast lately is of a more hopeful character. Osman 
Digna allowing trade with his camp, and his forces arc greatly reduced, and there 
seems every probability of their having to return to their country. 

i would particularly wish to point out to your Lordship that since military 
operations have been put a stop to everything has become quieter, and with trade 
renewed I hope that pacification will speedily follow. 

I trust that your Lordship will see your way to advise that what, I have asked be 
granted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS WM. FOX. 


No. 21. 

Mr. Cope Whitehouse lo the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 10.) 

My Lord, 10, Cleveland Row, St. James’, August 0, 1S8S. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Map of the Raian Basin, with the 
line of the proposed canal. On the 21th November, 1887, your Lordship directed Sir 
Julian Rauneefote to transmit to me a copy of a despatch from Sir E. Baring, covering 
also a note from Sir C. Scott Moncrieff. H was there stated, in opposition to the view 
which t had ventured to bring to your Lordship’s attention, that while “ the importance 
of my discovery avus fully recognized,” the most competent authorities in Cairo 
inclined to reject the project of a reservoir. This opinion is no longer maintained. 

Attention was called to the wide divergence between my figures, based upon the 
Reports which accompanied my letter of the 19th October, 1887, and those of Sir C. 
Scott Monerieir in his note of the 9th November, 1887. 1 am still of the opinion, 

confirmed by a note of Nuhar Pasha, 20th May, 1888, that the addition of about 
3,000,000 acres is rendered possible, and that the estimate of an increased revenue of 
2.500,000/. in 1898 is justified. In any event, it is not disputed that at least 000,000 
acres could he readily added to the perennial irrigation of Egypt. The revenue of 
115,000/., which Sir C. Scott MoiicriolV considered “too favourable” in November 
1887, cannot be so considered in the light of his report that 370,332 feddans could he 
added in the Delta by the use of 13,000,000 cubic metres per diem. The capacity of 
the Raian reservoir is sufficient to double the volume of low Nile. 

Sir J. Fergusson stated in tin* House of Commons (3rd August) that Sir C. Scott 
MoncrielT estimates the cost of the undertaking at 1,800,000/. These figures were 
never considered as a fair estimate of actual cost, nor did they refer exclusively to the 
Raian Canal. It is not, as 1 am informed, correct to attribute to 8ir C. Scott 
Moncrieif an opinion obviously at variance with the facts. The basin can be put in 
communication with the Nile for 250,000/. within one year. The small basins could 
be filled at the first inundation, and used in the succeeding summer. Nor do I under¬ 
stand that Sir C. Seott MoncrielT accepts the grave responsibility of postponing the 
commencement of the works for several years to come, lie has used language to that 
effect, but it does not express his present position. The Avorks, therefore, can be 
executed with celerity and certainty. They are urgently required. There is no 
financial dillieulty, as is explained by Nuhar Pasha in his note of the 20th May, 1888. 
No Concession—other than a contract to complete tin* works, and the permission to 
operate them for the benefit of the contractors until the Egyptian Government is ready 
to take them over—is to be contemplated. 

In vicAV of the very great suil'ering endured by millions of the inhabitants of 
Egypt from tlood, drought, and brackish Avater, 1 venture to entreat that the matter 
may continue to receive your Lordship’s consideration. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) COPE WIIITEIIOUSE. 


19 


No. 22. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 292 Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 1, 1888. 

SAID PASHA having announced his intention of speaking to me on business 
AA'hcn his Excellency eamc to the Embassy yesterday on the occasion of my daughter’s 
marriage, I made arrangements to have some private conversation Avith the Minister 
for Foreign Alfairs, in accordance with his expressed Avish. 

His Excellency spoke to me by the Sultan’s orders about Egypt, and referred in 
particular to the Iavo conversations on the subject Avhieh liis Imperial Majesty had had 
with me, and of Avhieh I had the honour to submit full accounts to your Lordship in 
my Reports dated the IGth June and the 19th July, and marked Nos. 210 and 2S0, 
Confidential. 

Said Pasha informed me that Count Montebello had acquainted the Sublime 
Porte on behalf of his Government that they Avould he glad to sec the negotiations of 
Turkey Avith Her Majesty’s Government concerning Egypt rencAved, and that they had 
no intention to take a part in them. 

I told his Excellency that unless I could see the exact text of this French 
communication, I Avas quite unable to form an opinion as to the extent to Avhieh they 
had hound themselves not to interfere in future, hut that 1 hoped he had not forgotten 
how tlie discourteous intervention of Count Montebello in a Avay quite contrary to 
diplomatic usage had put an untimely end to the Convention on the subject negotiated 
a year ago. 

The Foreign Minister admitted this, but added that the Sublime Porte felt 
obliged to accept these pledges, and he then went, on to inform me confidentially 
that the Sultan had intrusted Art in EITendi with the task of drafting new proposals 
concerning Egypt, which, after they had received 11 is Imperial Majesty's approbation, 
would he brought to me by the above Under-Secretary of State for transmission to 
your Lord A. ip. 

i assured his Excellency th >< I was always prepared to rocciw respectfully any 
communication that came to me from the Sultan, hut that I had been very candid Avith 
His Imperial Majesty on this very subject wlam spoken to at my audience on the 
15th June. Since then I had been home, and had repeated my conversation to a our 
Lordship. \ should, therefore, hesitate in transmitti. _ any proposals about. Egypt 
before asking your express permission to do so, and that, considering the abrupt 
termination of Hie arrangement concluded a year ago by Sir II. Drummond WolIV, if 
might appear more proper that any ucav overtures from Turkey should be made in 
London through the Ottoman Ambassador there. 

I have, <fcc. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 23. 

Sir IP. White to the Marquis of Salisbuiy.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 293. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 3, 1888. 

"WITH reierence to the Sultan’s desire to reopen negotiations with us on the 
subject of Egypt, I beg to inclose a translation of some comments made by the Turkish 
journal, the “Tarik,” on some observations of the “ Rcpubliqiio Franeaise.” 

I cannot help thinking that the French are urging the Sultan to adopt this line. 
Indeed, I have ahvays been under the impression that Count Montebello’s language at, 
the Palace and at the Porte during the negotiations of the Suez Canal Convention Avas 
to the effect that, as soon as these Avere successfully terminated, the time would cornu 
for resuming the question of the date of our evacuation. 

Count d’Aubigny, the French Representative at Cairo, is now here, on his way 
home on leave, and I understand that he is to be received by the Sultan this 
afternoon. 


I have, &e. 

(Signed) \V. A. WHITE. 
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Inclosure in No. 23. 

Extract from the “Tarik" of June bO, 1888. 

(Translation.) 

THE “ Republique Fran^aise ” reports that after the ratification of the Suez 
Canal Convention by all the Powers negotiations will he commenced for the evacua¬ 
tion of Egypt. 

England’s chief object in occupying Egypt was to ensure her commercial interests 
and to control the road to India. 

Both these objects have now been attained by the Convention, and no reason 
remains for England’s further stay in Egypt. 

England has repeatedly alleged the necessity of settling interior difficulties in 
Egypt before she can evacuate the country, but, as the most perfect tranquillity now 
prevails, this claim can have no weight. We are therefore convinced that the Sublime 
Porte should invite England to discuss this question of evacuation on the lines of her 
former assurances, more especially as England is now anxious to remain on good terms 
with Turkey. 


No. 24. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 305.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 7, 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 293 of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith a translation of an article from the Turkish newspaper, the “ Saadet,” 
defending the right of France to take part in any negotiations that may take place 
here for the evacuation of Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


Inclosure in No. 24. « 

Extract from the “ Saadet ” of August 5, 1888. 

(Translation.) 

THE “ Saadet,’ 1 in a long article to-day, discusses the objections raised by the 
English press to France taking part in any negotiations which may be undertaken for 
the evacuation of Egypt. 

It argues that ever since the establishment of the Ivhediviate France has main¬ 
tained a great influence in the Yalley of tlio Nile, that she has just contributed largely 
towards bringing about the agreement for the neutralization of the Suez Canal, and 
that, if she had a place in the deliberations for the evacuation of Egypt, she would 
certainly do much towards bringing them to a successful termination. 

The English papers have always stigmatized France’s action in Egypt as 
u intriguewhereas France has throughout joined with Turkey in desiring the 
evacuation, and it is rather to the policy of the other side that the term “ intrigue ” 
should be applied. 

The policy imputed by the English press to Franco cannot bo considered a reason, 
but at most a pretext, for delaying the negotiations in question. 


No. 25. 

Foreign Office to Mr. Cope Whitehouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 13, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9tli instant, inclosing a Map of the Rn'ian Basin, in connection with your 
scheme for the storage of Nile water, and statiug tho reasons for which you consider 
that the works should be commenced without delay. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that your communication will be forwarded to Her 
Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, but that the matter is one which 
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should be discussed directly between yourself and the Egyptian Government, who 
appear to be fully alive to its importance. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 26. 

Foreign Office to Mr. F. W. Fox. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 13, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th instant, inclosing copies of your correspondence with Sir Edgar 
Vincent relative to the best means to be adopted for tbe pacification of the Eastern 
Soudan and the promotion of trade with the tribes in the neighbourhood of the coast 
by the creation of a Syndicate. 

In reply, I am to inform you that these papers had already been received through 
Sir E. Vincent, and that they will be forwarded to the Egyptian Government for their 
consideration. 

As regards the proposal that the Egyptian Government should grant to the 
Syndicate the use of a steamer and the working of tho salt-fields at Rowayah, I am to 
state that Lord Salisbury is informed that the Government steamers now at Suakin 
visit the ports on the coast at intervals, and that merchants are allowed to make use 
of them for sending goods to tbe ports on payment of a small freight, but it is believed 
that they could not be banded over to a Syndicate without being replaced by others for 
Government service. Lord Salisbury also understands that the salt-fields aro already 
farmed out under a lease which lias still three and a-half years to run, and which 
brings in a revenue of over 6,000/. a-year to the Egyptian Government. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 27. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 14.) 

Sir, War Office, August 14, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of tbe Secretary of State for Foreign AlFairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to Lupton Bey. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 27. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.,, Cairo, August 13,1888, 10-40 p.m. 

LUPTON reported dead at Khartoum on 14th July, after eleven days’ illness. 
Report, although not confirmed, is probably true. 


No. 28. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 14, 11'30 a.m.) 

(No. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 14, 1888, 10’40 a.m. 

GOVERNOR of Suakin telegraphs reported death of Lupton on 14th July, 
after eleven days’ illness. News requires confirmation. 
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No. 29. 

Mr. Fox to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 16.) 

My Lord, 8, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, August 16, 1888. 

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 13tli August, for 
which I am much obliged, and note what your Lordship has to say regarding the 
Egyptian Government steamers calling at the coast ports. 

Your Lordship has not quite put the meaning on my last letter of the 8th August 
that I intended it to convey. It was not my wish to have the Egyptian Government 
steamers in the Red Sea handed over to the Syndicate, but the commercial management 
of one of them to call regularly at the coast ports, so that the merchants would know 
when they would have opportunities of shipping to and from these ports, as they are now 
dependent on the small native sailing craft that have often to beat up against the wind, 
and are often a fortnight accomplishing what one of the steamers can easily do in a day. 
With the steamer there is no risk of the cargo being damaged, while there is in the open 
boats used on the coast. 

There is no reason why the military authorities should not time the changes of 
garrison, provisioning and watering of the garrisons on the coast at the same time that 
the merchants send their cargo away. One steamer would allow two voyages to he made 
per mensem to the northern ports and two to the southern ports, whereas now there is 
no dependence on the sailing-boats being able to get once to the northern port and back 
again in the same time. 

I asked for the commercial management of our steamer, as the Egyptian authorities 
have not the facilities of working a steamer in a commercial manner as a merchant. 

There is no necessity of replacing or having any extra steamer at Suakin, as your 
Lordship will see from the above that it is quite possible to combine the two services 
required, and there would always be one Egyptian boat in the harbour. 

Regarding tbc Rowcyah saltfields, T am aware that it has been leased for a term of 
years at a rental of 6,000/. per annum, but I have every reason to believe that the terms 
of the lease have not been fulfilled, so probably there should be no difficulty in 
cancelling it. 

There is absolutely no attempt being made to develop the resources of the place, 
which the Syndicate would he happy to do. The 6,000/.. therefore, is the only money 
that the Egyptian Government get from it, their property does not develop or improve, 
and the saltfields are worked by foreign labour, so tbe money is not spent in the country. 
The man who also holds this lease is an Arab, a foreigner, which is against the harbour, 
salterns, and commerce of the place ever becoming important, which there is every 
reason to believe it will be if in the hands of a group of British commercial people. 

The Rowcyah salt is consumed entirely by British subjects, and pays heavy duty to 
the Indian Government at Calcutta, where the whole of it goes and where it is much 
sought after, so any development of the Rowcyah saltfields benefits the revenues of India 
as well. 

Trusting that your Lordship will ask the Egyptian Government for a favourable 
reply and recommend the Syndicate’s aim, viz., trade and pacification, to their kind 
consideration, thereby enabling them to get to work as soon as possible, I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS \VM. FOX. 


No. 30. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Portal. 

(No. 160.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1888. 

1 TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Fox,* inclosing copies of 
some correspondence with Sir Edgar Vincent relative to the pacification of the Eastern 
Soudan and the promotion of trade with the tribes in the neighbourhood of the coast by 
the creation of a Syndicate. It will be seen that the hope is expressed that the Egyptian 
Government will grant to the Syndicate the use of a steamer and the working of the salt- 
fields at Rowcyah. 

I also inclose a copy of the reply which 1 have caused to be sent to Mr. Fox’s 
communication, together with a copy of his rejoinder ;f and 1 have to instruct you to 
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communicate the papers to the Egyptian Government for their consideration, and for 
any further answer which they may desire to make to Mr. Fox’s application. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Portal. 

(No. 168.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1888. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Baring’s despatch No. 210 of the 2nd June, I inclose 
herewith, for transmission to the proper authorities of the Egyptian Government, a copy 
of a letter from Mr. Cope Whitehouse,* forwarding a Map of the Ra'ian Basin in con¬ 
nection with his scheme for the storage of Nile water, and stating the reasons for which 
he considers that the carrying out of the necessary works should not he postponed. 

I have caused Mr. Whitehouse to he informed, in reply to his communication, 
that a copy of his letter would he forwarded to Cairo, but that the matter was one for 
direct discussion between him and the Egyptian Government, who appeared fully alive 
to its importance. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 32. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 257.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1888. 

THE Turkish Ambassador, in a conversation I had with his Excellency on the 
15th instant, mentioned a rumour that Her Majesty’s Government proposed to hand 
over Suakin to the Italians. 

I replied that 1 had not heard such a rumour, and that there was no foundation 
whatever for it. Rustem Pasha pressed me with a view to ascertaining whether there 
was any danger of our adopting such a course. 

I said that, so long as we occupied Egypt, no other Rower would he allowed to 
hold Suakin. But it was difficult, J added, to forecast what would happen later. One 
of the difficulties which impeded our evacuation of Egypt was tbe inability under 
existing circumstances of the Egyptian Government to protect its territory from 
aggression on the part of any other Rower. 

1 am, Ac. 

Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 33. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir IF. White. 

(No. 258.^ 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1888. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency’s despatch No. 292, 
Confidential, of the 1st instant, reporting the observations made to you by Sakl 
Pasha as to the desire of the Sultan to reopen negotiations as to the term of the 
British occupation of Egypt. 

Your Excellency’s language in reply is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 
You are authorized to transmit to me any further communication which you may 
receive from the Sultan or his Ministers on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 34. 

Foreign Office to Mr. F. IV. Fox. 

Sir* 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury I,,' S?oV?£\h“Ceint ofvom' 

S'tbe 1 Vast ° f ‘5° 1 f“ 1 i " 8 V‘ nt ’ r- a t iyC *° f,lc pacification of and promotion of trade 
t the Lastcin Soudan, and explaining tlie terms on which you are desirous that the 

Syndicate Governmcnt sIloul(1 l >lace 0110 of their steamers at the disposal of your 

I am to inform you, in reply, that your letter lias been forwarded to Cairo with 
your previous communications, for consideration by the proper authorities of the 
Egyptian Government. 1 1 1 lue 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEEOTL. 


No. 35. 

(No O80 ) P0rl(tl t0 tl>r M" r( / U ' s "f Salisbury.—(Received August 25.) 

My Cairo, August 15, 1888. 

fw ° a , ipt °!i y ° lU ’ Loi ’ (lsl,1 l ) s (1( ' s l >at( ‘h No. 103 of the 3rd instant, I showed to 
General Dormer the correspondence sent to your Lordship by the Lords of the 

Suakin t3 °" 1C SU ),1,Vt ° f <1U ' r ° moVn1 ’ wijhout ™ticc, °f Hor Majesty’s ships from 

I have now the honour to inclose copy of the li tter which General Dormer 
addiessed to me when Ins attention was first drawn to the subject by receipt of a 
telegram from the Governor of Suakin announcing the departure of'the ships I 

Edinburgh.* 1 °° 1)y ° thlS 1o A(lmiral 1Lis ^«>yal Highness the Duke of 

Genera 1 Dormer has now addressed to me a second letter, copy of which is 

s 11ii) 0 of \v■ n' ^ 11S y ,( ;: vs lvs l Hvlm 3 the necessity for the presence of a 

wM V at Suakin. General Dormer contends that, although he by no means 

f n°i. AI a - ri< !"^ tC i a - ny aulllorit y ovor <)V a»y way to interfere with the movements 
i i! « slops, yet that, as he is responsible for the safetv of Suakin and as 

; e. 1 ' ajesty s ships stationed at that port have on several occasions mven valuable 
assistance m repelling the attacks of the enemy, it is very desirable that he should he 
consulted, or at least mlonned, as to the movements of the ships, more especially 
when as m the present instance, they are withdrawn altogether for some weeks in 
oulei that, he may he enabled to make other arrangements to strengthen the garrison 
s lould the necessity arise. In fact, General Dormer maintains that he, as the officer 
responsible for the safety of the place, is better able than the naval officer in command 
of tin. gun-boats o judge whether the state of local politics at Suakin renders it 
piudent to withdraw the ships, to which the Governor is accustomed to look for 
assistance in the event of an attack being made on the town. 

General Dormer has sent copies of the correspondence to tin 1 Secretary of State 
for W ar, and I would venture to submit to your Lordship that it is on every account 
S T- >St i 0n 1 S . l,0Ul<l 1,0 1 , | naI te s . HtU ‘ (l Aether the General commanding 

wtu tinriH °?V ng 7- M; ' JCSt y S s1,ips in ^eRcdSca as forming 

an nnpoitant part of the del cnees ol Suakin. b 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. II. PORTAL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 35. 

0 . Major-General Dormer to Mr. Portal. 

olF, n • 

from 1 1he^AcUii" 1 *!$i rda i^E^° <ho *«™inpaiiyiiig copy of a°telegram received 

to 0 ).' 1 *°^~' va ^^v<cro| eu^^idered 1 rioeessaiy * i'oi^ 1 i iV-otection^*oV ^Suakn^sliould not 

J£gypL° V ° d h01U tUat 8 atl0U ' Vltll0ut ^Icrcucc to the General Officer commanding in 
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It is presumed that these gun-boats form part of the defence, and that they were 
sent to Suakin as necessary for that purpose. If such is the case, I should like to be 
informed whether, and by whose authority, these ships can be removed without any 
reference to me. It will be seen by the accompanying telegram that the Acting 
Governor does not consider the presence of any man-of-war necessary. In this 
opinion I cannot concur, and although at the present moment it may be desirable to 
withdraw both these ships for sanitary reasons, and there may be no immediate danger 
in so doing, I consider that nothing has arisen in the state of affairs at Suakin to admit 
of so serious a reduction in the defences of that town for any extended period, and at 
all events that this should not be carried out without much consideration and reference 
to the General Officer commanding, who is responsible for the defence of the place. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. C. DORMER, Major-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 35. 

Acting Governor Randle to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 17, 1888 

BOTH British mcn-of-war left for Suez this morning on account of continued 
cases of sunstroke. I know of nothing in political or military situation which 
necessitates presence of British man-of-war here. Idle occasional presence ol the flag 
would meet all requirements. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 35. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Portal. 

Sir, Cairo, August 1 1, 1888. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
with inclosures, •which are herewith returned, respecting the defence ol Suakin,and the 
withdrawal of Iter Majesty's gun-boats from that station without any reference or 
previous notice to the military authorities who are responsible for the safety of that 
station. 

I am aware that my Lords have stated “ that they will not be able to insure that 
a ship will always be stationed at that place for purposes of defence,” hut 1 venture to 
repeat, that, when the garrison of Suakin was reduced to a minimum, it was understood 
that two mcn-of-war would constantly be then* stationed, and practically this has been 
the case. 

I do not desire to a®sert that tin* presence of two mcn-of-war is required at the 
present moment at Suakin, nor do I lay claim to exercising any control over the 
movements of ller Majesty’s ships in the Red Sea, but I do think that I should be 
informed before either or both of the ships are removed from the station tor any 
considerable period of time. 

I propose to forward a copy of the correspondence which has now taken place to 
the Secretary of State for War. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. C. DOllMEIt, Major-General , 

Commanding in Egypt. 


No. 3G. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 281.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 10, 1888. 

WlTn reference to my immediately preceding despatch on the subject of the 
withdrawal of Her Majesty’s ship-, from Suakin, I have the honour to inclose herewith 
an extract from a despatch which I have to-day received from Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul at Suakin, reporting that, on the removal of the ships, an uneasy feeling 
prevailed among the population, and stating his opinion that so long as Osman Digna 
[013j ' H 
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remains in the vicinity of Suakin the defence should be 
of an English ship. 


strengthened by the presence 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 36. 

Acting Consul Oswald to Mr. Portal 

(Extract) Suakin, August 10, 1888. 

Ah 1ER the departure of the British slaps there was, at times, an uneasy feelin" 
in the town, and one night, when rumours of an attack were circulated, there was a 
scare ; but now there is confidence, but only in the presence of British officers It is 
Jiowever, imprudent to leave the place without the protection of a British war-ship! 
Ihc tribes cannot yet be trusted, and so long as Osman Digna remains at Ilandoub or 
in the neighbourhood of Suakin, it is, in my opinion, desirable that the defence’be 
assisted by a British ship. 

At the same time, it is worth noting that the Arabs have been perfectly quiet in 
the absence ol Her Majesty’s ships, and local trade has been going on steadily, though 
slowly, though by this I do not infer that the Arabs desire the withdrawal of the 
British. 


No. 37. 

Acting Consul Oswald to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 27.) 

Suakin, August 1, 1888. 

* INCE my despatch of the 23rd ultimo 1 have the honour to report that no 
further authentic information has been received from Balir-cl-Ghazal or the Western 
Soudan relative to the alleged presence of a “white man” with a force there. 

Some refugees and deserters have come in principally from Ilandoub and the 
adjacent country, but no further Takruri pilgrims have arrived. 

The roads to Berber and Khartoum are practically clear for an ordinary messenger 
if passed on by Osman Digna from ilandoub. ° 

The messenger sent hence on the 23rd ultimo to search for Mr. Stanley or Emin 
Bey lias, I venture to hope, already reached Berber. 

I inclose, for your Lordship’s information, an epitome of general news which I 
was unable to complete for transmission in my last. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. S. OSWALD. 


Inclosure in No. 37. 

Epitome of News from Khartoum, liahr-et-Gliazal, and Darfour. 

MANY Takruri pilgrims from Western Africa, some refugees and deserters from 
Khartoum and Ilandoub, and some traders from Berber have arrived within the past 
fortnight. 1 

They were closely questioned on arrival by Lieutenant Gordon (nephew of 
Gordon iaslia), Lieutenant Echini Elleiuli of the Intelligence Department, and by the 
Clue! ol Police. J 

By the courtesy of Ttundle Bey I was permitted to attend the examinations. 

It is difficult to get really authentic information of people, places, or dates from 
the iakruri pilgrims; they are naturally stupid and ignorant, but their statements 
have been carefully summarized and compared with all other evidence taken. 

nlore can be no doubt of the presence of a white man with a large force in the 
Bahr-el-Ghazal provinces. His actual position cannot (dearly he defined. Some 
declare to have seen several Europeans wearing hats or helmets with soldiers wearing 
tarboosh or fez, but they cannot authenticate the position. ° 

borne state they heard of the white man at Ibbi, Bakundi, and Boorta, others gave 
the names as Zibbi, Bakenje, and Kanna. 

I he time, nearly all agreed, was from three to four months ago. 


Many declared the force were Turks, but this is the generic term for all Egyptian 
soldiers in the Soudan, Egyptians, Turks, or blacks alike. None could say if the 
white man were Emin Bey or another; they had not heard any name. The general 
report was that he was “ Inglecz.” 

Many confirmed previous reports that this force were on friendly terms with the 
tribes in Bahr-el-Ghazal, and were in communication with the Sultan of Darfour and 
Borga tribes for a league against the Mahdi. It was stated Sultan Yusef was Availing 
the advance of the force to join them in an attack on Khartoum. 

The defeat of Osman Janos, an Emir of the Khalifa, by Said, a slave of Sultan 
Yusef, on the borders of Darfour, was freely confirmed. The testimony was very 
unanimous on this point. The defeat seems to have been very severe, the Mahdiists 
losing forty banners and many killed and wounded; and this is knoAvn throughout the 
country. 

The Khalifa at Khartoum has written several times to Osman Digna at Ilandoub, 
informing him of the presence of a white man with an army at Bahr-el-Ghazal. < hie 
letter to this elfect was read to a messenger whom I have seen. 

A very large force, many thousands it is said, were dispatched to Eashoda by the 
Khalifa at the close of Ramadlian, early in June, to resist the white man. Nothing 
has been heard of this army. The Khalifa is very alarmed. Many people believe 
they have revolted and gone over to Darfour and other tribes. 

Many of the leading Kmirs are in secret rebellion against the Khalifa, and several 
are aiming to depose him. He himself is said to have had prophetic warnings and 
visions of the destruction of Mahdiism and of his own death. He is said to have shut 
up himself within his own house, seeing only his attendants. Emir Wad-el-Negoom 
is said to have been poisoned by orders of Khalifa, but recovered. 

Grave dissensions exist among the dervishes; the cruelties and injustice of the 
Khalifa are everywhere spoken of. Emir Abu Girgcli has arrived at Khartoum from 
Handoub, and is in disgrace for having quarrelled Avith Osman Digna. Osman is the 
Khalifa’s favourite Emir. 

The Ulema and numerous Sheikhs have pointed out the folly of continuing ro 
folloAV the Mahdi. 

There arc signs evcryAvhere that the Avarlike power and religions inlluence of the 
Mahdi arc on the Avanc. 

Latei.—lt is reported that Emir Abu Girgeh is returning from Khartoum to 
Tokar. This man is more peaceably inclined than Osman, and has ahvays been 
desirous of reopening trade. 11 is wiser counsels may have prevailed Avith the Khalifa. 
His return is favourably looked upon by the trading community. 

Osman Digna’s force at Handoub is said to number some 600, mostly Jaalin, avIlo 
are more or less discontented. The lladendoAva, Amarar, and other tribes arc holding 
aloof from him. 

Trade is going on slowly; grain, cottons, and sundries are being sold in small 
quantities to the neighbouring tribes. Some goods have been sent to Berber through 
Handoub by permission of Osman Digna. These belong to small Soudani traders, 
probably more or less friendly to Osman, but the roads arc not safe for large 
caravans, and it is extremely likely that goods sent by Egyptian or other merchants 
in Suakin, avowed enemies of Osman, would he looted. Ho knows all the Suakin 
merchants, and until peace is really made many avIio liaveshoAvn themselves unfriendly 
to the rebel cause will haA r e difficulty in trading Avith the interior. 

The Egyptian authorities are encouraging trade in every Avay; pi-ospects generally 
are brighter, but we must not be over-sanguine. 

Her Majesty’s ship “Albacore” has gone to Port Said; “Dolphin” is at Suez 
awaiting relief by Her Majesty’s ship “Gannet,” which then comes on to Suakin. 

There has not been a British war-ship in harbour since the 16th duly. It is a 
hopeful sign that during this time the rebels have been perfectly quiet. A month or 
two ago I firmly believe the presence of Her Majesty’s ships kept the rebels more in 
check than the fortifications of Suakin, and Avere absolutely neccssai’y for the defence 
of the toAvn. It would, of course, be imprudent to withdraw them. One ship at least 
should be almost stationary, as Senior Officer’s command, whilst for slaving two 
smaller vessels are needful. 

The Egyptian steamers “ Mokter ’’ and “ Adjema ” are used for coastguard and 
harbour defences. These are merely dispatch-boats, but good use is being made of 
them. 

(Signed) J. S. OSWALD, Acting Consul. 

Suakin, August 1, 1888. 
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P.S.—A messenger, with messages from His Majesty the King ol‘ the Belgians 
and from the Chairman of the Emin Bey Belief Committee Tor Mr. 11.M. Stanley, left 
here on the 23rd July for Khartoum en ionic to Darfour and Bahr-el-Ghazal. T also 
sent Mr. Stanley or Emin Bey an epitome of news, especially of the position of affairs 
in the Soudan and Egypt. 

J. S. O. 


No. 38. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received August 30.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 28, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter, dated the 
11th July, from the commanding officer of Her Majesty’s Ship “Dolphin,’’ reporting 
the movements of Her Majesty’s ships, and the state of affairs at Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) It. D. AWDRY. 


Inclosure in No. 38. 

Commander Neville to Admiral Ilia Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Sir, “Dolphin,” at Suakin, July 11, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Royal Highness that since my last letter, 
dated the 20th June, 1888, the following have been the movements of Her Majesty’s 
ships : — 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Sylvia ” arrived here on the 3rd instant, coaled, and left the 
next day. 

The “Albacore” was at Suez by last advices, probably on her way here now. I 
am taking this ship out to-day to lay off Jeddah for two days, as I hear that some 
slaves are likely to be run. I return here on Saturday. 

2. Everything is quiet here now, and likely to continue so. The Acting Govenor- 
General opened the gates of the town and established a market outside, to which large 
numbers of men from the surrounding country come and trade freely. 

On the 27th ultimo the rebels made a raid on the cattle of the friendlies, and 
came across the cavalry picket, four of whom they killed; their loss was nine, including 
an Emir of some importance. The Governor immediately ordered the gates to be shut 
for a week. This had a very good oll'ect, as the people outside have very little food 
except what they buy from Suakin. They have promised now not to interfere with 
the cattle any more, the gates are open again, and trade goes on briskly. Everything 
looks much more settled, and trade improves everywhere. Abu Girgeh has left for 
Khartoum, Osman Digna remains at Jlandoub; numbers of deserters continue to 
come in. 

3. The Portuguese gun-boat “ Bongo,” live guns, arrived at Jeddah from 
Mozambique on the 12th ultimo, and having coaled and taken provisions, sailed for 
Portugal on the 15th. 

I am still doing the Consular duties here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


No. 39. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 30, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 112.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 30, 1888. 

PORT' about 1 miles from Haifa attacked on 28th by about 500 or (500 dervishes, 
who gained entrance in part of Jbrt, but were eventually routed by Egyptian and 
black troops with heavy loss. Egyptian loss, IS men killed, 2 officers and 27 men 
wounded. Egyptian and black troops appear to have behaved well. 


No. 40. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury .—{Received August 31.) 

(No. 285.) J ’ 

M ‘ V wv • • Cairo, August 24, 1888. 

MY attention having been attracted to several somewhat alarmist reports which 
have appeared in some of the London papers to the effect that the lateness and 
insufficiency of the rise of the Nile this year has given cause for grave anxiety, and may 
probably occasion serious losses to the agricultural population of this country, I think 
it right to report to your Lordship that, so far as I can ascertain, such reports are 
greatly exaggerated. I am informed on the best authoritv that as yet there is no 
ground for uneasiness on the subject of this year’s water supply ; the rise of the Nile 
has taken place this year rather later than usual, hut, although doubtless there is not 
yet a sufficient volume of water to provide for all the requirements of the agriculturists, 
yet there is no reason to anticipate that within the next few weeks it will not rise to 
the level of a good average Nile. 

On the other hand, the cotton crop is exceptionally heavy and of good quality ; it 
has sustained no damage from the cotton worm, and a larger surface of ground has 
this year been devoted to the cultivation of cotton than has ever before been the case 
in Egypt. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. II. PORTAL. 


No. 11. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received September 13.) 

(No. 295.) ' 

My Lord, Cairo, September 0, 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 284 of the 2 Lth ultimo, reporting the death 
of Takwor Pasha Agopian, Egyptian Administrator on (lie Railway Board, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith copy of a Khedivial Decree nominating Yacoub Pasha 
Artin, Under-Secretary of State for Public Instruction, to the vacant post. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. II. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 11. 

Extract from the “Journal Officiel" of September 5, 1888. 


Docvat* 

NOUS, Khddivc d’Egvpto, 

Vu 1’Article 23 du Deeretdu 18 Novembre, 187*3, instituant le Conseil d’Adminis- 
tion des Chcmins de Eer et du Port d’Alexandrie ; 

Vu l’Article 1" do not re Deeret du 25 Deeembre, 1879; 

Sur la proposition de notre Ministro des Travaux Publics et I’avis conformc do 
notre Conseil des Ministres, 

Ddcrdtons :— 

Article l or . Yacoub Artin Pacha, Sous-Secretaire d’Etat au MinistO-e de l’lustruc- 
tion Publique, est nomme Administrateur Egyptian des Chcmins de Per et du Port 
d’Alexandrie, cn remplacement do Takwor Agopian Pacha, doeddtb 

Art. 2. Notre Ministro des Travaux Publics est charge de l’executiou du present 
Ddcret. 

Fait au Palais de Ras-el-Tin, le 27 Zilhcdje, 1305 (4 Septembre, 1888). 

(Signe) MEHEMET TEWFIlv. 

Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Signe) Rjlaz. 

Le Ministro des Travaux Publics, 

(Signe) Mouamed Zkki. 


[643] 
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No. 12. 

The Marquis of Salisbury Mr. Portal. 

(No. 62.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 11, 1888, 3 p.m. 

TTALLAN Government propose to recruit a few hundred Soudanese in Egypt for 
their corps of irregulars at Massowah, and ask for good offices of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

Would there be any objection ? 

L see none. 


No. 13. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received September 18.) 

Sir, Admiralty, September 18, 1888. 

[ AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State* for Foreign Affairs, dceypher of a telegram 
from the Commanding Officer of Her Majesty's ship “Gannetdated this day, respecting 
the state of affairs at Suakin. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


fnclosure in No. 13. 

Commander Bradford to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 18, 1888, 12’10 P.M. 

ENEMY intrenched (or intrenching) near Water (or Watering) Fort. Expect 
continued annoyance. 


No. tl. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received September IS, 12*21 P.M.) 

(No. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 18, 1888, 11’55 A.\r. 

YOUR telegram No. 02 of the 11th instant: Recruitment of blacks by Italy. 

Tiu* question was lirst brought before Riaz Pasha by the Italian Representative, 
who found Egyptian Government very unwilling to grant the permission. At my 
request question has been considered in Council, and I am begged to submit to your 
Lordship tin* following considerations:— 

1. In \ iew of the existing protests of Porte against the Italian occupation of 
Massowah, can the Egyptian Government give the required permission, and would not 
this prejudice their position with regard to Turkey r 

2. Riaz Pasha thinks that recruitment here for a Christian Power in occupation 
of a Mahommedan country would excite religious discontent. 

3. Riaz Pasha is opposed to recruitment of blacks engaged in agriculture in 
Lower Egypt, while lie says that his conscience recoils from allowing tin 4 ignorant 
semi-savages near the frontier to be enlisted for a distant country. Military authorities 
would have no objection, with certain restrictions as to localities of recruiting 
and rate of pay offered, which should not exceed that given to their black battalion. 

^Secret.) 

The lirst of these objections has considerable weight with the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, and on this ground proposed recruitment might cause interference of Moukhtar 
Pasha. 
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No. 15. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, September 18.) 

(No. 303. Ext. 111.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 18, 1888. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. (52 of the l it h instant, I communicated 
with Riaz Pasha, and with the military authorities here, with regard to the advisability 
of allowing the Italian Government to recruit a few hundred Soudanese in Egypt for 
service at Massowah. 

The question had already been brought before Riaz Pasha by the Italian Acting 
Consul-General, who had found his Excellency very unwilling to entertain the proposal. 
At my request, however, be consented to take the question again into serious considera¬ 
tion, and after a discussion of the subject by the Council of 'Ministers, the inclosed 
Memorandum has been communicated to me, with the request that I would submit to 
your Lordship the considerations therein contained. 

In the lirst place, it is asked whether, in view of the conditions under which the 
occupation of Massowah has taken place, mull lie protests made against it by flu 4 Porte, 
the Egyptian Government have any right to give tin 4 required permission ; and were 
they to do so, what would be their position vis-a-vis of the Porte ? 

Secondly, Riaz Pasha urges that the recruitment of Mahommedans in Egypt for 
service under a Christian Power in armed occupation of a Mussulman country would 
excite religious difficulties and discontent. 

Thirdly, his Excellency divides the Soudanese in Egypt into two classes: the 
lirst of which consists of semi-barbarous and utterly ignorant settlers near the frontier; 
and the 4 second, of a hardworking agricultural population, scattered among the villages 
ol Middle and Lower Egypt, llis Excellency’s conscience would recoil against 
allowing the blind enlistment of the first category for service under a foreign 
Go\ernmcnt in a distant land, while the latter class are of an economical and social 
utility in this country. 

'•'lie military authorities inform me that they would have no objection in principle 
to the proposed recruitment, but that the\ would fool obliged to insist on three 
conditions :— 

1. That the terms of service and pay offered to the blacks by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment should be in the lirst place submitted to tbo Egyptian Government for approval, 
as the offer of higher pay and more favourable terms of service than are given by the 
Egyptian Government would excite grave 4 discontent among their black battalions. 

2. That recruiting be confined to tin 4 towns and villages of Lower Egypt and as 
far south as Assiout. 

3. That no recruiting be allowed to take place in Upper Egypt beyond Assiout 
or at Suakin, without the express sanction of the Egyptian Government. 

On the other band, 1 pointed out to Riaz Pasha that the rapid increase of late of 
a somewhat turbulent black population immigrating into Upper Egypt from the 
Soudan has begun to give rise to a good deal of anxiety, and it would seem that the 
opportunity thus afforded of deporting a low hundreds was not lobe regretted. In 
this view both General Dormer and the Acting Sirdar of tin 4 Egyptian army agree, 
but I much doubt whether Riaz Pasha will consent to allow the proposed recruit¬ 
ment unless he is urged to do so by LLer Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. U. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 15. 

Memorandum. 

ON sait dans quellcs conditions Massaouah a etc oceupe par les Italiens. Cette 
occupation est encore, a 1’heiire qu’il est, l’objet des protestations de la Sublime 
Porte. 

Dans eet etat des eho.ses le Gouvernement Eg\ptien pent-il donner la permission 
deiuandee r Et dans ee eas, quelle sera it vi po-itiou vis-a-vis de la Sublime Porte? 

2. Massaouah etant uu pass Musuluum, le reerutement en Egypie pour cette 
region-lii par les Italiens ne souleverait-il de 4 * objections, des diffieultes ou des meeon- 
tentements de la part des populations Musulmnnes V 
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3. Lcs Soudanais se divisent en deux categories :— . . 

La premiere, qui se trouve sur la Irontiere ou dans les provinces voismes de la 
Front i( N re, se compose d’individus qui sont encore dans un ctat de sauvagerie presque 
complete, et qui n’ont aucunc idee de leur interet ni d’un volontariat, ni d un engage¬ 
ment militaire, ni d’autre chose; on peut, sans exageier, les comparer a des 

troupoaux. ...... 

Cela etant, la conscience se demande si, et dans quelles conditions, n scrait permis 
do les laisser engager par un Gouvcrncment etraugcr pour un service militaire dans un 

pays lointain. , . , 

La secondc categoric se compose de personnes eparpillees dans les vales, dans les 
grillages et campagnes de la Moycnnc et Basse-Egypte. Ccs Soudanais sont cn geneial 
engages dans des travaux d’agriculture et autres; il y gagnent leur vie et rendent des 
services. Lour recrutement dans les provinces par des Agents du Gou\ernement 
Italien peut amener des inconvdnients. 


No. 10. 

Mr, .1. H. Lamprey to the Marquis of Salisbury .— [Receded Septembei 19.) 

My Lord, Hampton, Dulwich Rise, September 17, 1888. 

I HAVE been instructed by some of tbc leading merchants of London and 
Manchester (whose names T have in a list) to go to Egypt to make application oi 
permission to found a Trading Company for the Soudan. I have letters from the Lukes 
of Westminister and Argyll, Lord Milltown, and other noblemen, to whom 1 am 
personally known for many years, expressing their warm interest in the propose , and 
1 have been asked, if it would bo possible for me to wait upon your Lordship on my 
journey, to submit a rough outline of the proposed undertaking, and possibly to o ) am 
from your Lordship approval of the terms; the favour of your.Lordships sanction o 
an effort which will, if successful, it is confidently hoped, aid in bringing peace into 
the Soudan, and put an end to slavery in all that region lor the tut lire. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. 11. LAMPREY. 

No. 47. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 20, 1 r.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 20, 1888, 12'25 r.M. 

ENEMY have made a somewhat determined movement near Suakin, and 
intrenched themselves strongly w ithiu 1,000 yards oi* water forts. Tt is sign (leant 
that nearly three-fourths of their force is said to consist of lighting men from beyond 

Berber. . . 

Governor of Suakin lias twice appealed for reinforcements, hut there are none 
to send him. Under the circumstances 1 have telegraphed, at request oi military 
authorities, to ask Duke of Edinburgh to send a second gun-boat there without delay. 


No. 18. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received September 21.) 

^j,. Admiralty, September 20, 1888. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letters* of the 1st and 3rd September, forwarding correspondence 
respecting the withdrawal of Her Majesty’s ships irom Suakin. . . 

,\l v Lords request that you will invite the attention of the Marquis ot Salisbury 
to the* Admiralty letter o*f the 2Lth November, 1887, to the terms ol which 
tuv Lords adhere”; and 1 am to state that in case of real emergency, the vessel at 
Suakin would (as has heretofore been the case) render the necessary assistance with 
remird to the defence of that place; hut my Lords cannot, with a due regard to the 
.health of the otlieor.s and men, undertake to retain a vessel there solely to meet the 
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contingency ot an attack s0 } ely at the disposition of the Naval 

Mediterranean “ on receiving any application from tlio Genera 

Gommander-m-cluef who would d \„ the desirability of retaining a vessel 

SS — of a probable attack, live such anapplioation every consulerat.on, 

(Signed) ^ EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 49. 

Mr. Portal to the Marqais of Salisbury.-(ReceU,ed September 21, 10 20 A.M.) 

(No. 116. Secret.) Cairo, September 21, 1888. 

(Telegraphic.) 

to dr^the”££*^"hdraw his proposal, which be has pressed with unusual 
warmth, thereby irritating the Egyptian Government._ 


No. 50. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Portal. 

Foreign Office, September 21, 1888, 630 p.m. 
(Telegraphic.) * 

5SSSS ■“ ”■ 

or encourage any practical interferenc e with l . _ 

No. 51. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 22.) 

(No. 361. Confidential.) Therapia, September 18, 1888. 

My Lord, 909 Confidential, of the 1st August, I had the honour 

IN my despatch No. !292, Coniulcntiai, ^ ^ gai( f Pasha concerning the 

to report to y°^ L ^ tls P x cria i Majesty the Sultan to reopen the Egyptian 

’SC Sandison 

^SViaier. in a Memorandum o, which 1 
Se toe a omp?wm. tins ^^tith^p'eto^f the Sultan with 

me , i 

Imperial Command. J ™ tlicroioi uow departure, viz., to try to reopen the 

of an attempt to give t^ 1 \ CYV \ J Y io do J at the moment when the Suez 

negotiations about Egyp signed by the Powers, as if there was any 

^nt"^ ^^ Cimal ^ thC datG ° f 0Ur 

erroneous 

Vizier, of which I have the honou our ^views which I have just sent 

and I hope this Step on my part will meet 

with your Lordship’s approbation. j have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


[ 643 ] 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 


Memorandum by Sir A. Sandison. 

(Confidential.) 

I HAVE the honour to report that I waited on the Grand Vizier this afternoon, 
and conveyed to his Highness your Excellency’s excuses for not being able to go to 
see him yourself. 6 

His Highness desired me to tell your Excellency that the Sultan, being under the 
impression that you have authority to deal with the Egyptian question, wished him to 
open negotiations with you, now that the Suez Canal Convention was to be signed in 
pursuance of an Imperial Iradd, which was expected at the Porte to-day. 

The Grand Vizier then said that as I had been present at the private audience he 
would ask me to tell him how the matter stood. I thereupon explained to his 
Highness what took place and what was said on the occasion, namely, that if His 
Imperial Majesty would put down in writing his views on the Egyptian question, they 
might then be communicated to Her Majesty’s Government through the Turkish 
Ambassador in London or through your Excellency, but that on further consideration 
it was thought better, from what I understood from Said Pasha some time ago, that 
his Excellency should recommend to the Sultan the former course. 


Therapia, September 17, 1888. 


(Signed) A. SANDISON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 

The Grand Vizier to Sir W. White. 

(Telegraphique.) Constantinople, le 17 Septembre, 1888. 

,H^ANT voir votre Excellence je la prie de vouloir bien venir aujourd’hui a 
la Sublime Porte et en cas empechement m’envoyor Sir Sandison. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 51. 

Sir W. White to Kiamil Pasha. 

Highness, Therapia, September 18, 1888. 

SIR ALFRED SANDISON, whom I had sent to your Highness by your desire, 
not being able to attend at the Sublime Porte myself, reported last night his 
conversation. * 1 c 

As the sole interpreter on the occasion, Sir A. Sandison was able to explain to 
your Highness what were the wishes expressed to me confidentially concerning Egypt 
by ITis Imperial Majesty the Sultan two months ago, and ropcatcd since on the 
31st July by his Excellency Said Pasha. 

Certain wishes of your august Imperial Sovereign with regard to Egypt were to 
bo put in writing and convoyed to Her Majesty’s Government, either through his 
Excellency Rustem Pasha or through myself. ° 

There was no question of a reopening of negotiations on that occasion, nor have I 
ever had, nor have I now, authority to do anything of the kind. Indeed, I have 
repeatedly expressed to your Highnoss as my opinion, that the last ones having broken 
down at Constantinople in the way they did, nothing of the kind should be attempted 
again here. 

Sir Allred Sandison mentioned to me that your Highness told him that you 
expected yesterday to receive the Imperial Iradd, in which case the signature of the 
Suez Canal Convention would immediately be proceeded with, a piece of information 
which gave me pleasure, and will be gratifying to ner Majesty’s Government. 

If, however, your Highness has been‘told from any quarter that there is some 
connection between the conclusion of that Convention and the other Egyptian 
questions about which his Excellency Sir II. D. Wolf had been sent to negotiate', and 
which have unfortunately fallen through, nor through any fault of ours, and that the 
agreement on this distinct question ought to lead to treating of the others; then I 
may assure you that there is no connection whatever between them, in the view of 
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Her Majesty’s Government, and I beg respectfully your Highness to disbelieve any 
suggestion of such a kind. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 52. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 22, noon.) 

(No. 117.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 22, 1888. 

MY telegram No. 115. 

Acting Consul at Suakin telegraphs :— 

“ Continuous firing since Monday. 

“ People get bad water with difficulty.” 


No. 53. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received September 23, 1245 P.M.l 
(No. 118.) t . 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 23, 1888, 12’25 p.m. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 63. 

In view of the objections which would bo raised by the Porte, and in deference 
to the opinions of the Egyptian War Office, Egyptian Government have refused to 
give permission for Italian recruitment of blacks. 


No. 54. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, September 23.) 

(No. 305. Ext. 118.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 23, 1888. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 63 of the 21st instant, I informed 
Riaz Pasha privately that the Italian Ambassador in London had been told that, in 
view of the protests of the Porte against the occupation of Massowali, the Khedive 
could not be expected to give any explicit permission for the recruitment of Soudanese 
in Egypt, but that, so far as Her Majesty’s Government were concerned, no opposition 
to any such enrolment would bo cither caused or encouraged. 

His Excellency, however, felt very strongly on the subject, and, as I have this 
day informed your Lordship by telegraph, has told the Italian Acting Consul-General 
that the Government of Ilis Highness definitely refuse to give the permission asked 
for, nor would they allow the recruitment to be carried out in an unrecognized manner 
without permission, as was suggested by M. Venanzi. In conveying this decision to 
the Italian Representative, Riaz Pasha based his refusal on military reasons, saying 
that these blacks were required to supply soldiers to tho Egyptian army, and that a 
recruitment among them for service at Massowali at a higher rate of pay than they 
receive here would be likely to create great discontent in the Egyptian black 
battalions. 

Ilis Excellency’s decision was strengthened, as is not unnatural, by the great 
strain to which the Egyptian forces, and more especially the black battalions, are at 
present submitted, and by the state of anxiety which just now prevails both on the 
southern frontier and at Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 
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No. 55. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received September 24.) 

^ r ’ T , M/1A jiu Admiralty , September 24, 1888. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram 
from the Commander-m-chief m the Mediterranean, dated the 23rd instant, reporting 
that he is sending Her Majesty’s ship “ Racer ” to Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MAGGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to Admiralty. 

( Tele f^P h . ic ;) , . „ Volo, September 23, 1888, 8T0 p.m. 

AM informed from Consul-General, Egypt, and “ Gannet,” situation Suakin 
becoming serious. Am sending “ Racer ” mails. 


No. 56. 

Admiralty to foreign Office.—[Received September 25.) 

Sir 

5 r a ht i t i T Admiralty, September 25, 1888. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, requesting to he favoured with any 

tUay haV ° t0 ° ff<T in rcgard tn thc ulls; disfactory position 

2 : Tn rc P l y> my Lords desire me to observe, for the information of the Marquis 
?! Sal * s bury, that the delence of Suakin on the land side, and its retention as a part of 
Egyptian territory, being considerations of a military and political, but not naval 
nature their Lordships are not in a position to offer any opinion on the present 
unsatisfactory state of affairs. 1 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 57. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—[Received September 26.) 

k* 1 *’ r i , . W' ar Office, September 26, 1888. 

, * ;^ M l ‘ lr f, cto l l, y th0 Secretary of State for War to aekno W le<! S e the receipt of 

your letter of the 22nd instant, requesting to he favoured with any observations that, 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope may have to make upon the situation at Suakin, where matters 
appear to bo m an unsatisfactory position, and, in reply, to forward to you copies of a 
telegram dated the 25th instant, which has been received from thc General Officer 
commanding in Egypt, of a telegram hearing <he same date addressed from this Office 
to that General Officor, and of the telegram in answer to the last-mentioned message. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) II. G. HEEDES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 

General Sir F. Grenfell to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Tclcgra/phic.) Cairo, September 25, 1888, 8 p.m. 

OSMAN DIGNA having lately shown increased activity, and euomv having 
advanced anu intrenched himself 1,000 yards from Water Forts, heavy firing has been 

IT 11 U i P o 1U|y autl daily since 17th instant on forts and town. Governor-General 
ltoiled Smith urgently solicits reinforcements lie ordered to act, on defence. But to 


restore confidence and to assist the arduous duties and fatigue of garrison, have ordered 
an Egyptian battalion to proceed at once to Suakin. 

Gun-boat “Racer ” has also been ordered to Suakin by the Admiral. “Gannet” 
was already at Suakin. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 

Mr. Stanhope to General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) IF ar Office, September 25,1888. 

WHAT is your view of present situation at Suakin, and have you any recom¬ 
mendations to make regarding it. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 57. 

General Sir F. Grenfell to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 26,1888, 1 5 P.M. 

YOURS 25th September. In my opinion present situation at Suakin need not 
cause anxiety. Garrison should suffice to repel any attack of enemy, whose present 
position will not long be tenable. 

No. 58. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No 292) 

gj r ’ ‘ Foreign Office, September 27, 1888. 

I 11AYE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency’s despatch No 361, 
Confidential, of the 18th instant, reporting that the Grand Vizier had attempted to 
open negotiations with you respecting Egypt, and inclosing copy ol a note which you 
had in consequence addressed to His Highness. 

Your action is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 59. 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 28, 1888. 

ENEMY have advanced trenches to 500 yards from Suakin forts. Few casualties 
in town or forts. One Egyptian battalion proceeds there from Cairo to-day, live 
English officers. An attack on the town is expected very shortly. 








